
physicians thereof, representing one or more physi-
cians of the schools on the board, and such certifi-
cate shall be conclusive as to the right of the lawful
holder to practice medicine, surgery and obstetrics
within the State. This was claimed to be in viola¬
tion of a provision of the constitution that all laws
of a general nature shall have a uniform operation ;
and the general assembly of the State shall not grant
to any citizen or class of citizens, privileges or im¬
munities which, upon the same terms, shall not
equally belong to all citizens; and, providing
further, that no corporation shall be created by spe¬
cial laws, but the general assembly shall provide by
general laws for the organization of all corporations
to be created. But these laws are general and uni¬
form, not because they operate upon every person in
the State, for they do not, but because every person
who is brought within the relation and circumstan¬
ces provided for, is affected by the law. They
are general and uniform in their operation upon all
persons in the like situation, and the fact of their
being general and uniform is not affected by the
number of persons within the scope of their opera¬
tion. The statute under consideration is clearly
within this rule "because every person who is brought
within the relations and circumstances provided for
is affected by the law." It is uniform in its opera¬
tion "upon all persons in the like situation," and
grants no privileges or immunities that do not
equally belong to all citizens. So holds the Supreme
Court of Iowa in the case of the Iowa Eclectic Med¬
ical College Association v. Schrader, (55 N. W. Rep.
24). The State board is not a corporate body, but a

branch of the government. The authority to refuse
certificates to graduates of medical schools not in
good standing does not extend special privileges 01
immunities to other schools that are determined tc
be in good standing. True, no appeal has been pro¬
vided for, but the students of a school which has not
been determined to be in good standing, in common

with all other persons, have the right to go before the
board and be examined, without regard to diploma
and, if found to have the requisite qualifications tc
receive a certificate. The board acts under the re¬
straints of law that require proper inquiry into the
matters to be determined, and it may not be pre¬
sumed that the board will act arbitrarily and with¬
out investigation. The board can not arbitrarli)
determine whether a school is in good standing. I:
it does, its action is illegal. Consequently after th(
board has recognized a school as in good standing, i
can not afterwards refuse to issue certificates to i

graduate of such school until its standing shall hav<
been re-determined. Neither is it legal for it, whei
charges are preferred against a recognized college, bj
a stranger, in May, to refuse it recognition and ad
journ until November, leaving it in doubt in thi

mind of the public whether or not the school and its
graduates are in good standing. Such action is ill¬
egal as reversing a former action of the board with¬
out any investigation and without sufficient cause.

This is not to say that the board is concluded, by
having once determined that a school is in good
standing, from thereafter determining differently,but
only that it has no power to do so arbitrarily and
without investigation. Nor is it to say that such
inquiries must be attended with the formality of a

trial in court, but the determination must be based
upon inquiry and facts, and not upon the mere arbi¬
trary will of the board. The standing of a school, as
contemplated in the statute, is ratherwhat the school
is, in respect to the thoroughness of its course, then
what it may be reputed to be. The board is fully
authorized to determine, upon proper investigation,
that a school is not in good standing that does not
meet the minimum requirements as to extent and
thoroughness of its course. While the graduation
of an unusual per cent, may be ground for closer
scrutiny, it may well be questioned whether the
board may arbitrarily say that but forty-five per
cent, shall be permitted to graduate. Much was said
in argument about the composition of the board as
to the different schools of medicine, but as the stat¬
ute does not require that the different schools shall
be represented on the board its composition can not
affect its jurisdiction, or the legality of its acts in
the respect under consideration.

THE DECREASING BIRTH RATE.
Dr. J. S. Billings contributes to the June issue of

the Forum a brief but suggestive article on the de-
crease of the birth rate in the United States, as
shown by the figures of the recent census. The sub-
ject is not entirely a new one, but its treatment by so

high a medical authority in an article for popular in-
formation merits notice. It will probably call some

general attention to the subject, and it is well that it
has been handled by one who can give a fair statement
of the facts with judicious scientific deductions from
the same, instead of by a popularizer whose main
idea might be to produce a sensational and alarmist
article. Dr. Billings, while he sees certain evil
tendencies in the causes of this decreased birth rate,
does not make them the sole text of his paper, nor
does he consider the falling off in the number of
births as necessarily an unmixed evil. Even were it
altogether an evil, the comparative statistics do not
show that this country as a whole is worse off than
most other highly civilized nations, and they do show
that its birth rate is decidedly above that of some

portions of western Europe.
The causes of a decreasing birth rate are very

numerous, and some of them are undoubtedly such
as can not rightly receive medical commendation or
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countenance. The underlying cause, however, as any
one may see, is the increasing difficulty of the strug¬
gle for existence, and the ratio of births to the popu¬
lation may be taken as one of the principal indices
of the intensity of this struggle. Of course, the
greater the number of wants the sooner will this
difficulty be felt, hence the ratio of births will decline
sooner amongst the educated and cultured than in
what may be called the lower classes, whose needs
are fewer and whose ideals of life are less refined
and luxurious. Perhaps, also, physical causes may
come in play here; the relations of the sense of
hunger to the generic appetite, and the fact that
overfeeding reduces fecundity even in the lower
animals, are suggestive in this connection. The
spread of education and of habits of comfortable if
not of luxurious living are therefore enough in them¬
selves to largely account for the facts in this regard,
as we find them.

The fact that the greatest decrease in the birth rate
seems to have occurred in the regions where the col¬
ored race is most numerous seems a little anomalous
to Dr. Billings, and he is inclined to account for it,
in part at least, by imperfections in the statistics.
These may have existed either in the figures of the
late census or that of 1880 ; in either case the appar¬
ent increase might be partially thus accounted for,
but it seems not unlikely that the great changes
in the conditions in the southern States within
the past two or three decades are now having a

more decided effect than ever before, and affecting
the colored race as much or perhaps even more than
the white.
A noteworthy fact pointed out by Dr. Billings is

that the present conditions as to population were

predicted as long ago as 1843 with a very close ap¬
proximation to absolute accuracy. Looking to the
future a still further decrease in the birth rate may
be reasonably expected before population, with its
present tendencies, reaches what we may call its
regemen or equilibrium. Under present conditions,
with the increased knowledge and success of sanita¬
tion, the infrequency of wars and general pacific
tendency of our civilization, and the gradual filling
up of all lands suitable for civilized habitation, a

decreasing birth rate would seem to be almost the
only protection against the realization of the worst
anticipations of the Malthusians. While this is true
of the United States, it applies still more forcibly to
the overpopulated sections of western Europe, which
can not very much longer relieve themselves by send¬
ing their surplus population to this country.

PIT BURIALS IN LONDON.
Some curious testimony has been recently brought

out incidentally in an inquiry by a committee of the
British House of Commons in regard to the certifi-

cation of deaths in England. It seems to be the
custom in some of the cemeteries around London
to make large graves or pits which are kept open for
days and weeks to receive bodies which are piled
one upon another till the coffins are often crushed
by the superincumbent weight. One of these pits
for example, was kept open for forty days from June
6, 1892, according to one of the witnesses, who men-

tioned also other instances. The chinks between the
adult coffins were filled in with those of children
and there seems to have been nothing to prevent
surreptitious abstraction or insertion of bodies had
any one been so inclined. Identification was appar-
ently totally disregarded.

The medico-legal and sanitary objections to such
a condition of affairs are sufficiently obvious, and it
is surprising that it has been so long permitted to
exist in a civilized country like England when sani¬
tary authorities are supposed to have full sway and
law is so preeminent. As the BritishMedical Journal
says, very justly, it is a satire on their civilization.

The Present Status of the Medical Profession.
To the Editor of the Journal of the American Medical Association:
Dear Sir:\p=m-\Anarticle on this subject by Dr. Dudley S.

Reynolds, in the June 3 issue of The Journal, reminds me

of the case of a real estate friend of mine who has invested
largely in acreage near our city, the demand for which has
never been very brisk. Notwithstanding that he has been
unable to unload, my optimistic friend periodically takes
stock of his investment and adds a good round percentage
to his estimate of its value. This he has been doing for a

number of years and, as a matter of consequence his books
show him to be a very wealthy man, while as a matter of
fact he would have difficulty in realizing the original pur-
chase price of the property.
Dr. Reynolds' article shows the present status of medical

education and the requirements for graduation to be emi-
nently satisfactory and pregnantwith hope. Unfortunately,
however, his article is based on nothing more substantial
than the copies of College Announcements in his possession.
While his paper showing has, therefore, so much of the
color of the rose the question recurs whether the rock bot¬
tom facts warrant his conclusions. I venture the opinion
(an opinion, moreover, which is not merely an opinion) that
they do not. The announcements of our colleges are far
from being guarantees that the requirements as therein
published are faithfully lived up to. I am, for instance,
cognizant of the case of a young man who, without previous
attendance at lectures in any other medical schoolwas grad¬
uated at the end of a single session from an institution
which advertises a requirement of attendance on three six
months' courses. Again, let me give you a few extracts,
verbatim et literatim et punctuatim, from papers submitted
by students who were graduated from a so-called medical
college in good standing in the Association of Ameri¬
can Medical Colleges, and whose announcement would
lead you to believe that it is devoted to the cause of the
higher medical education :

"Inflamatory rumatism is lactic acid in the blood it is
complicated some times with gonerhea and inflamations
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